TP- CASTT Analysis Presentation Notes

Slide

Notes

TF-CASTT ANALYSIS

In this presentation, TP-CASTT is modeled using a poem called
“Money Talks”

In the PowerPoint, there is an overview of TP-CASST given first.
(HANDOUT AVAILABLE TO SUPPLEMENT ppt)

Next the poem is shown (HANDOUT AVAILABLE TO
SUPPLEMENT ppt)

Then each stage of the analysis of the poem is shown.

For some slides, in the notes section, there is information which
helps to uncover the thinking behind the analysis given.

Also in the notes section for some slides, there are a list of
Success Criteria/ Look Fors to help guide students when they
are doing the assigned analysis. (see also, HANDOUT of
Success Criteria )

2.
r e TP-CASTT is a mnemonic. This slide outlines what each letter
P Do stands for. Provide students with “Handout 1 — TP CASTT”
el
T Title
T Theme
3.
Each student should have a copy of the handout to follow along
mose AT through the presentation.
e
Poetry Analysis
Handout.
4.
To-castr First go through each letter to give an overview of what it stands
Title: for and the focus of the stage in the analysis.
The denotative meaning of the title
words, without reference to the
poem.

T P- CASTT

P-Paraphrase:
Put the poem, sentence by sentence
(or phrase-by-phrase, clause-by-
clause as seems appropriate for the
poem), into your own words.
Do not read into the poem. Look
only at the denotative level of
meaning.
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TP- CASTT
C-Connotation:
looking for use of figurative language. This can include,
but is not limited to:

Comparisons Sound devices

+ Symbolism + End rhymes and internal
rhymes

This is not an complete list. Students may wish to have a copy
of a glossary of terms or a dictionary to look up any of these
words they do not know.

7. Perspective here refers to How the reader’s attention is
directed and controlled by the voice that’s telling the story
It incorporates Point of View:
wo-cAsrr ° First person — participant, observer, reporter

A Attitude: ¢ Second person — placing the reader in the main character’s

Whose attitudes are being expressed pOSItlon

e < o these perspecihes ° Third — omniscient, limited omniscient (i.e. fly on the wall),

convey? reporter

/hat things are the aitudes about? Some additional questions that could be considered in relation to
attitude are:
-How reliable is this perspective?
-How long ago did the events occur in relation to the telling of
them?
-Does the narrator/ perspective or attitude change over the
course of the poem?
-How distanced does the reader feel from the perspectives/
attitudes presented.
-What is the tone - speaker’s attitude- toward what is being
described ?

8.

TP- CASTT

S-Shifts:

Looking for shifts in tone, action,
structure and perspective.

How do these shifts affect the poem?

Shifts are often indicated by visual, auditory, plot structure and
perspective changes which occur in a poem. The shifts might be
distinct and clear or they may be subtle. The shifts are often
symbolic and help to support the meaning being created in the
poem.

TP- CASTT
T-Title:

Re-evaluate the title as it pertains to
the poem.

On the second examination of the title, the words are considered
altogether and in relation to the text of the poem.

10.

(Guideline) Theme statement consists of : writer's name, title of
poem, subject(s)/ topic(s), an opinion (what the poem suggests
about the subiject(s) topic(s), and a “so what” (suggestion about
why this is important).
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TP- CASTT

T-Theme:

What are the main subjects in the
poem?

What is the poet suggesting about
these subjects (and how they relate
to each other)?

Why is this important?

11.

Poem for the sample analysis:

Provide students with Handout of “Money Talks” by Rhona
McAdam.

Option 1: Have students read through the whole poem at least
two times before proceeding to the next slide.

Option 2: Do not have students read the poem; let them read the
poem as the TP-CASTT analysis unfolds

12.

T-title: The denotative meaning of the title
words, without reference to the poem.
MONEY
+ gold,

Look Fors:

In this stage, it is important to:

\ consider all of the possible meanings of each word in the title
\ not use the word being defined in the definition

v understand all of the words in definition (may be determined
through conversation with student)

Note: using a good dictionary will help with understanding the
whole poem; check diction of poem for words with multiple
meanings

Sources used:

http://oxforddictionaries.com

http://dictionary.reference.com/

13.

P-paraphrase (1 of 5): Put the poem, sentence-by-
sentence, in your own words.

i
+ Paraphrase — Some unnamed thing (money?) is making
a quiet sound- maybe words- outside an unidentified
woman or girl's window, at night, while she is asleep
and in between dreams. The dreams are about a place

somewhere in her own town where she does not live.
She lives in a part of town where the locks on people’s
doors are broken and where there are rooms in the
basements of buildings.

Note: the colour used on the header of the slide is consistent
throughout the phase of analysis

Paraphrase Look Fors:

\ Poem is chunked appropriately

\ Pronoun references and modifiers are correctly attributed (or
matched to the antecedent/ reference)

\ Paraphrase uses different words but which are consistent with
the meaning in the text

Chunking for “Money Talks” was done by stanza.

14.

P-paraphrase continued (2 of 5):

v whispering sound talks rapidly or
incessantly about trivial matters into the woman or girl’s
ear. The talking is overshadowed by the sounds heard
when she walked aimlessly through a mall earlier. As she
walked through the mall she had her hands in her
pockets which had nothing in them. At least once, she
took her hands out of her pockets and held things in the
mall that will never be hers. When she held these
objects they made her hands feel warm.

15.
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P-paraphrase continued (3 of 5):

It mters nthe voies of fandlards
and eachers and grocery stor clerks:
Ereaches benath her pride and bares
et e and her mother fe
St tlls them what 1o do.

Paraphrase: The unnamed thing (money - implied) has a
voice that is - or sounds like - the voices of the person
who owns the places where she has lived, the people
who have taught her in school, and the people who work
i grocery stores she has been to. The thing is able to
access things about her that are pushed down in her
below her pride - her own life and her mother’s life. The
thing gives the woman or girl and her mother’s life
instructions or directions on their actions.

16.

P-paraphrase continued (4 of 5):

It sneaks into her bely and growls
until she has to laugh too long
and too loud with her friends

50 they won't hear what t's saying
about her

Paraphrase: The unnamed thing (money) is inside the
woman or girl's belly and it growls so much that she tries
to cover the thing’s sound or voice by laughing; she
does not want her friends to be able to hear the thing
and judge her because of what it says about her.

17.

P-paraphrase continued (5 of 5):

ityels orders at her
and it takes anything it wants
and shell spend her whole e
running toward it and

hearing it reak.

into laughter just

outof reach, just

fike her mother who sits today.
with her hands over her ears.
humming ke crazy.

Paraphrase: The unnamed thing (money) speaks in a loud
authoritative voice; it takes things what it wants away from
what we now know s a girl (because she still lives with her
mother) and tells her that she will run toward the thing but
never reach it in her life ; she will hear the thing laughing and
never hear it stop working. The thing can never be touched
or grasped by the woman or girl; this is like her mother who
sits with her hands over her ears while making a low , steady
and continuous sound.

18.

C-connotation: looking for use of figurative
language.

Money is personified as some sort of predator which the
character cannot touch or run from; it is both inside and
outside the character:

Personification
“It whispers outside her window/ at night”
* I chatters in her ear beneath/ the echoes of the mall”
- landlords/ h
her ife ife/

what to do."
“Itsneaks into her belly and growls’
“Ityell orders at her”

it takes anything it wants”

Look Fors:
\ most significant devices in the poem are identified
\ examples of devices and their use are provided

\ how the devices are used or work together is explained

19.

C-connotation: looking for use of figurative
language.
Appesls o senseof hearing

“beneath echoes of the mall”

“hearing it break/ into laughter”
“humming like crazy

Appeals to the sense of hearing create a frightening
atmosphere in the poem.

20.

C-connotation: looking for use of
figurative language.

Appeals to senses of touch, and sight reinforce the suggestion
that the thing (money) is a predator and the frightening

atmosphere in the poem:

‘Appeals to sense of touch:
it reaches beneath her pride and bares/ her lfe”
“It sneaks ino her belly
hands/ emty in her pockets or surfacing/ to take the temporary warmth/ of objects
shefllnever own”
st out of reach”

Appeals to sense of sight:
‘outsde her window 3t night”

“her mother who sis today/ with her hands over her ears”

21.

Perspective here refers to How the reader’s attention is
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A-attitude: Whose attitudes are being expressed
in the poem?

There are three main attitudes conveyed in the
poem:

« The attitude of money towards the girl
« The attitude of the girl towards money
+ The attitude of the girl towards other
people

directed and controlled by the voice that’s telling the story
It incorporates Point of View:

° First person — participant, observer, reporter

° Second person — placing the reader in the main character’s
position

° Third — omniscient, limited omniscient (i.e. fly on the wall),
reporter

Some additional questions that could be considered:

-How reliable is this narrator?

-How long ago did the events occur in relation to the telling of
them?

-Has the narrator/ perspective changed over the course of the
story?

-How distanced does the reader feel from the narrator and the
action?

-Does the voice change over the course of the story?

-How does the narrative voice affect the other design elements?
-What impact does the narrative voice have on the authors
central idea?

-What is the tone - speaker’s attitude toward what is being
described - created by the narrator?

Attitude Look Fors:

\ ldentified the significant attitudes and perspectives which are
stated or implied in the poem

V' Provide evidence of the attitudes

22.

A- Attitude: What attitudes do these perspectives
convey? What things are the attitudes about?

The attitude of money towards the girl
The attitude of the girl towards money

This suggests that the money sees the girl as a plaything to be
haunted, teased and bossed around. It also suggests that the
girl is intimidated or bullied by money but she still desires it
and runs toward it and she feels she will never possess it.

23.

A- Attitude: What attitudes do these perspectives
convey? What things are the attitudes about?

The attitude of girl towards other people

< which reveal this are:
-achers and grocery store clerks
00 loud with her friends/ so they won't

r mother who sits today/ with her hands over

This suggests that the girl thinks that people such as the
landlords and her teacher talk about her and don’t want her
to know what they are saying. She thinks her friends are
laughing at her and that her mother is unreachable and
insane.

24.

Shifts Look Fors:

v All of the shifts in the poem identified

\' The type of shift is classified (structure, perspective, setting,
etc.)

\' How the shifts contribute to the poem is explained
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S-shifts: Looking for shifts in tone, action, structure and
perspective. How do these shifts affect the poem?

Shifts that are evident in the poem:
— Shift in the perspective/ vantage point from which money
communicates to the girl
— Shift in the tone / how money speaks to the girl
— Shift from present to future

25.

S-shifts: Shift in the perspective/ vantage point from
which money communicates to the girl

In “Money Talks” the money speak moves out and in and out and
in...

This is similar to the movement a person’s chest makes when
they are breathing. The movement is also further away at first
and gets closer, and then moves far away (maybe even further
than at the start). If this is in imitation of breathing, it suggests
an emotional rise and fall and rise again at the end (where the
poem talks about what the future holds).

26.

S-shifts: Shift in the tone / how money speaks to the
girl

Money begins by whispering and speaking quietly in the
first three stanzas. It gets louder in the fourth, and it is
yelling at the girl in the last stanza

27.

S-shifts: Shift from present to future

Red border represents present time; green border represents the
future.

28.

T-title: re-evaluate the title as it pertains to the
poem

The title “Money Talks” means that money is
talking to the girl. It is talking to her even
though she tries not to listen to it.

Title Look Fors
\ Accurately links title to the meaning conveyed in the poem

29.

This slide identifies each part of the theme statement
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T-theme: What are the main subjects in the poem? What s the
poet suggesting about these subjects (and how they relate to
each other)? Why is this important?

The poem “Money Talks” by Rhona McAdam
suggests that people, specifically females, who
grow up in a poor household will never be
able to escape poverty because being poor
causes them to feel inferior to other people
and doubt their own abilities to have a better
life.

30.

it st i s g Wt (Guideline)Theme statement consists of : writer’'s name, title of
poet suggesting about these subjects (and how they relate to

each other)? Why s this important?

poem, subject(s)/ topic(s), an opinion (what the poem suggests
about the subject(s) topic(s), and a “so what” (suggestion about
why this is important).

Theme Look Fors:

Important subjects identified

Theme statement includes the poet’'s name and title

Theme statement includes a “so what” (why is this important)

to have a betteZ (oIS
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